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Wars of the Jews 2.169-174 

Pilate, being sent by Tiberius as procurator to Judaea, introduced into 
Jerusalem by night and under cover the effigies of Caesar which are called 
standards. This proceeding, when day broke, aroused immense excitement 
among the Jews; those on the spot were in consternation, considering their laws 
to have been trampled under foot, as those laws permit no image to be erected 
in the city; while the indignation of the townspeople stirred the countryfolk, 
who flocked together in crowds. Hastening after Pilate to Caesarea, the Jews 
implored him to remove the standards from Jerusalem and to uphold the laws 
of their ancestors. When Pilate refused, they fell prostrate around his house and 
for five whole days and nights remained motionless in that position. On the 
ensuing day Pilate took his seat on his tribunal in the great stadium and 
summoning the multitude, with the apparent intention of answering them, gave 
the arranged signal to his armed soldiers to surround the Jews. Finding 
themselves in a ring of troops, three deep, the Jews were struck dumb at this 
unexpected sight. Pilate, after threatening to cut them down, if they refused to 
admit Caesar's images, signalled to the soldiers to draw their swords. 
Thereupon the Jews, as by concerted action, flung themselves in a body on the 
ground, extended their necks, and exclaimed that they were ready rather to die 
than to transgress the law. Overcome with astonishment at such intense 
religious zeal, Pilate gave orders for the immediate removal of the standards 
from Jerusalem. 

Antiquities of the Jews 18.55-59 

Now Pilate, the procurator of Judaea, when he brought his army from Caesarea 
and removed it to winter quarters in Jerusalem, took a bold step in subversion 
of the Jewish practices, by introducing into the city the busts of the emperor 
that were attached to the military standards, for our law forbids the making of 
images. It was for this reason that the previous procurators, when they entered 
the city, used standards that had no such ornaments. Pilate was the first to bring 
the images into Jerusalem and set them up, doing it without the knowledge of 
the people, for he entered at night. But when the people discovered it, they went 
in a throng to Caesarea and for many days entreated him to take away the 
images. He refused to yield, since to do so would be an outrage to the emperor; 
however, since they did not cease entreating him, on the sixth day he secretly 
armed and placed his troops in position, while he himself came to the speaker's 
stand. This had been constructed in the stadium, which provided concealment 
for the army that lay in wait. When the Jews again engaged in supplication, at a 



pre-arranged signal he surrounded them with his soldiers and threatened to 
punish them at once with death if they did not put an end to their tumult and 
return to their own places. But they, casting themselves prostrate and baring 
their throats, declared that they had gladly welcomed death rather than make 
bold to transgress the wise provisions of the laws. Pilate, astonished at the 
strength of their devotion to the laws, straightway removed the images from 
Jerusalem and brought them back to Caesarea. 

Wars of the Jews 2.175-177 

On a later occasion he provoked a fresh uproar by expending upon the 
construction of an aqueduct the sacred treasure known as Corbonas; the water 
was brought from a distance of 400 furlongs. Indignant at this proceeding, the 
populace formed a ring round the tribunal of Pilate, then on a visit to Jerusalem, 
and besieged him with angry clamour. He, foreseeing the tumult, had 
interspersed among the crowd a troop of his soldiers, armed but disguised in 
civilian dress, with orders not to use their swords, but to beat any rioters with 
cudgels. He now from his tribunal gave the agreed signal. Large numbers of the 
Jews perished, some from the blows which they received, others trodden to 
death by their companions in the ensuing flight. Cowed by the fate of the 
victims, the multitude was reduced to silence. 

Antiquities of the Jews 18.60-62 

He spent money from the sacred treasury in the construction of an aqueduct 
to bring water into Jerusalem, intercepting the source of the stream at a 
distance of 200 furlongs. The Jews did not acquiesce in the operations that 
this involved; and tens of thousands of men assembled and cried out against 
him, bidding him relinquish his promotion of such designs. Some too even 
hurled insults and abuse of the sort that a throng will commonly engage in. He 
thereupon ordered a large number of soldiers to be dressed in Jewish 
garments, under which they carried clubs, and he sent them off this way and 
that, thus surrounding the Jews, whom he ordered to withdraw. When the 
Jews were in full torrent of abuse he gave his soldiers the prearranged signal. 
They, however, inflicted much harder blows than Pilate had ordered, 
punishing alike both those who were rioting and those who were not. But the 
Jews showed no faint-heartedness; and so, caught unarmed, as they were, by 
men delivering a prepared attack, many of them actually were slain on the 
spot, while some withdrew disabled by blows. Thus ended the uprising. 

Antiquities of the Jews 18.63-64 



About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a 
man. For he was one who wrought surprising feats and was a teacher of such 
people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the 
Greeks. He was the Messiah. When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of 
the highest standing amongst us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who 
had in the first place come to love him did not give up their affection for him. 
On the third day he appeared to them restored to life, for the prophets of God 
had prophesied these and countless other marvellous things about him. And the 
tribe of the Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared. 

 


